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Dear Parents and 
Carers, 
I hope that this newsletter finds you 
all safe and well. 
It has been another first for us at 
Merritts Brook running a virtual 
school through Google Classrooms 
alongside the physical school as we 
invited certain year groups to return 
to the academy.
We all had butterflies on the first 
day but seeing the children made 
those disappear. It was so lovely to 
see the children - we have missed 
them all so much. The children 
adapted very well and followed 
all of the rules and procedures 
perfectly - we were so proud of 
them all. It proves how very resilient 
our children are – they are amazing! 
There are some reminders at the 
bottom of the newsletter as to rules 
we need to reinforce. 
Returning to school is a 
personal choice and is down 
to the individual. There are no 
consequences for not sending your 
child into school - there are no 
letters and fines due to the unusual 
circumstances that we are living 
in. If you do not wish to send your 
child into school, then contact the 
school on your child’s allocated day 
to let the school know that your 
child will not be in that day.
Most importantly, we would like to 
say a huge thank you to you all for 
your on-going support throughout 
this difficult period of time. 
The staggered start and finish times 

have worked well and the children 
and staff have thoroughly enjoyed 
being back in school. I would like 
to reassure you all that everything 
we are doing and every decision we 
make has at its centre, the safety 
and wellbeing of our pupils, staff 
and our wider community. 
We will also ensure that the children 
of our key workers and our most 
vulnerable pupils continue to have 
a safe place during the day, and our 
children who remain at home have 
the support they need from their 
teachers.  
 Kindly pass on our best wishes to 
all children at home and tell them 
we are thinking of them and we 
miss them and hope to see them 
soon. 
Take care everybody, stay safe and 
well. 

Ms Joanne Hall

Reminders:
1)Social distancing - this 

will be upheld as much as is 
possible in school. All classes will 
have been split into groups of 
a maximum of 10 children. The 
children will have allocated work 
stations where they will remain 
throughout the day. We already 
have tape in place in corridors to 

ensure the 2m social distancing rule 
is upheld. Whilst in the playground, 
the children will be in a zoned 
area with hoops and will be given 
times when they can get physical 
exercise. Safety has to be the 
priority at this time. 

2) Minimise 
contact - there will 
be directional arrows 
to inform children 
how to move around 
school. Each group 
of 10 children will 
remain with the same 
member of staff all day 
for the times when 
they are in school and 
this may not be their 
class teacher. This 
measure is to minimise 
exposure. Children are 
not permitted to bring 
items from home - no 
pencil cases, PE kits or 
book bags. There will be 
no sharing of resources 
– for instance PE 
lessons will no longer 
involve team games 
etc. Some lessons and 
most lunchtimes will 
take place outside in 
the fresh air – weather 
permitting. If children 
bring a packed lunch 
into school - all 
items will need to 
be disposable - no 
lunchboxes or bags are 
permitted.
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Reminder to Parents about Parking
In the interest of safety please do 
not park on the zig zag lines outside 
either entrances to school - this is 
against the law. 

Merritts Brook E-ACT Primary Academy, Trescott Road, Northfield, Birmingham B31 5QD.
T: 0121 675 1299 · F: 0121 675 4823 · E: enquiriesmba@e-act.org.uk
www.merrittsbrookacademy.e-act.org.uk
Headteacher: Mrs J S Hall 

3) Hand washing - on average the children 
will be washing their hands for a minimum of 4 times 
throughout the day 
and will be encouraged 
to use hand sanitiser 
in addition to 
handwashing. New 
hand sanitiser stations 
will be fitted in every 
classroom. Break time 
has been extended 
so that there is extra 
time for handwashing. 
Please start to reinforce 
this at home - it needs 
to become routine for all of us. 

4) The academy will be closed...
every Wednesday so 
that the school can 
be deep cleaned.  All 
frequently touched 
items will be disinfected 
regularly. Only resources 
that can be disinfected 
will be used in the 
academy setting. Pupils 

must come in clean clothes daily - no item of uniform 
can be worn for 2 days. This rule is very clear in the 
guidance from the government - clean clothes every 
single day.

5) Parents are not permitted to enter 

the school building unless there is an exceptional 
circumstance - communication through phone/email – 
please respect this as we need to keep everyone safe. 

Please make a regular check to our Twitter page for 
the fabulous activities that are happening during 
school time.

Please remember to keep your eye on the website for important updates

https://twitter.com/MerrittsBrook
https://merrittsbrookacademy.e-act.org.uk/useful-information/updating-parents-and-carers/

