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Dear Parents and 
Carers, 
I hope that this newsletter finds you 
and your families safe and well. It 
has been an absolute pleasure to 
be in school again this week - I am 
still amazed at how well our pupils 
have adapted. This next week we 
look forward to extending the pupil 
numbers to include year 5 pupils. 
We currently have 15 year 5 pupils 
set to return to school on Tuesday 
23 June 2020. By now you should 
have received timetables and 
reminders of procedures. 
I would like to say a huge thank 
you on behalf of all of the staff 
for your co-operation. We have 
been incredibly impressed with 
how smoothly the opening of 
the physical school has been 
but are equally impressed with 
how amazing everyone has been 
using the virtual school - Google 
Classroom. 
It does however concern us that 
some of our pupils have not 
accessed any learning since they 
have been at home. This will have 
a worrying implication to the 
progress and development of those 
children. Whilst we appreciate that 
it has been incredibly challenging, 
we are very anxious that some 
children have remained at home for 
13 weeks and have not completed 
any home learning. Please make 
every effort to access Google 
Classroom for the remaining 4 
weeks so that your child does not 
fall even further behind. 

If you are choosing for your child to 
return to school, you MUST inform 
the school office. In order for us to 
maintain social distancing in our 
classrooms, we need to carefully 
plan and allocate a learning bubble 
to each pupil. Please do not simply 
turn up on the day as we will not 
have prepared for your child to 
return - this is then putting other 
pupils and staff at risk.

Joanne Hall

 A Message from our 
E-ACT Ambassadors’ 
Group Chair - Charlee 
Maybury
I’d like introduce myself, some of 
you already know me, for those 
of you that don’t, my name is 
Charlee Maybury and I am E-ACT 
Ambassador Chairperson, I also 
have children that attend Merritts 
Brook. 
As Chairperson I was invited 
to the Academy before it 
reopened, to have a look 
around and make sure all 
government requirements had 
been followed and that it was 
going to be a safe environment 
for our children and for staff. 
I must say I was impressed, 
not only are all guidelines 
been followed, but there had 
also been a great deal of work 
done to help the children and 
staff feel as welcome and as 
safe as possible under the 
circumstances, obviously it’s 
going to be different in these 

unprecedented times but it was 
very reassuring to see. I also must 
say the staff that I spoke to whilst I 
was there were really positive about 
being back in school and were 
excited to see the children again 
and have clearly missed them. So 
on behalf of the AAG, well done 
Merritts Brook.

Charlee Maybury

Reminders 
• Year 6 & Year 5 to use Norrington  
 gate 
• Nursery, Reception & Year 1 to  
 use Trescott gate
• Lunches must be bought in   
 disposable bags
• If the weather looks bad, please  
 provide your child with a rain  
 coat or an umbrella
• No bags, pencil cases or books  
 to be bought in to school
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Value of the half-term - Respect



1) Social distancing - this will be upheld as 
much as is possible in school. All classes will have been 
split into groups of a maximum of 10 children. The 
children will have allocated work stations where they 
will remain throughout the day. We already have tape 
in place in corridors to ensure the 2m social distancing 
rule is upheld. Whilst in the playground, the children 
will be in a zoned area with 
hoops and will be given times 
when they can get physical 
exercise. Safety has to be the 
priority at this time. 

2) Minimise contact 

- there will be directional arrows to inform 
children how to move around school. Each 
group of 10 children will remain with the 
same member of staff all day for the times 
when they are in school and this may 
not be their class teacher. This measure 
is to minimise exposure. Children are not 
permitted to bring items from home - no 
pencil cases, PE kits or book bags. There will 
be no sharing of resources – for instance PE 
lessons will no longer involve team games 
etc. Some lessons and most lunchtimes will 
take place outside in the fresh air – weather 
permitting. If children bring a packed 
lunch into school - all items will need to 
be disposable - no lunchboxes or bags are 
permitted.

3) Hand washing - on average the 
children will be washing their hands for 
a minimum of 4 times throughout the 
day and will be encouraged to use hand 
sanitiser in addition to handwashing. New 
hand sanitiser stations will be fitted in every 
classroom. Break time has been extended 
so that there is extra time for handwashing. Please start 
to reinforce this at home - it needs to become routine 
for all of us. 

4) The academy will 
be closed...
every Wednesday so that the 
school can be deep cleaned.  
All frequently touched items 
will be disinfected regularly. 
Only resources that can be 
disinfected will be used in the 
academy setting. Pupils must 
come in clean clothes daily - no 
item of uniform can be worn for 
2 days. This rule is very clear in the guidance from the 
government - clean clothes every single day.

5) Parents are not 
permitted to enter the school 

building unless there is an exceptional 
circumstance - communication through 
phone/email – please respect this as we 
need to keep everyone safe. 

Reminder to Parents about Parking
In the interest of safety please do 
not park on the zig zag lines outside 
either entrances to school - this is 
against the law. 
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Please make a regular check to our Twitter page for 
the fabulous activities that are happening during 
school time.

Please remember to keep your eye on the website for important updates

https://twitter.com/MerrittsBrook
https://merrittsbrookacademy.e-act.org.uk/useful-information/updating-parents-and-carers/

