


30-50 months  Exploring Media and Materials 

• Explores colour and how colours can be changed. 

• Understands that they can use lines to enclose a space, and then 

begin to use these shapes to represent objects. 

• Beginning to be interested in and describe the texture of things. 

• Uses various construction materials.

• Beginning to construct, stacking blocks vertically and horizontally, 

making enclosures and creating spaces. 

• Joins construction pieces together to build and balance.

• Realises tools can be used for a purpose.

40 to 60+ months

• Explores what happens when they mix colours. 

• Experiments to create different textures. 

• Understands that different media can be combined to create new 

effects.

• Manipulates materials to achieve a planned effect. 

• Constructs with a purpose in mind, using a variety of resources. 

• Uses simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately.

• Selects appropriate resources and adapts work where necessary. 

• Selects tools and techniques needed to shape, assemble and join 

materials they are using.



Exploring and Using Media and Materials – EARLY LEARNING GOAL

 This is about how children experiment with media and materials finding out 

about their properties and modifying and manipulating them. It includes 

exploring sounds, patterns, movement and different tools and techniques.

 The national curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all pupils

produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences

 become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and

design techniques

 evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and 

design 

 know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the 

historical and cultural development of their art forms



 Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of 

human creativity. A high-quality art and design education 

should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping 

them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent 

and create their own works of art, craft and design. As 

pupils progress, they should be able to think critically and 

develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design. 

They should also know how art and design both reflect and 

shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity 

and wealth of our nation.    HUGE CROSS CURRICULAR LINKS





As class teacher you can 

decide when you focus on 

each discipline – Autumn 

1 MUST be drawing for 

all! 


