


The art and design curriculum from Nursery to year 6 will be 

sequenced carefully to ensure that pupils build on and re-visit 

key knowledge, skills and vocabulary as they move through 

year groups. 

New learning in art and design will be added to previous 

knowledge taught.  Pupils will be guided to draw on 

background knowledge to develop their long-term memory 

within the subject.  

Each art and design discipline and technique will be carefully 

sequenced to ensure learners develop new and are able to 

draw on  existing schemas to support their  ability to produce 

high quality pieces of art and design work. 

The following pages show the main sequence of learning in 
each discipline…



NURSERY explore mark 

making using a range of 

tools.  Develop basic 

drawing movements.  

Recognise lines can 

enclose a space.

Reception: Develop 

their control of using tools 

to draw.  Use a wider 

range of tools.  Add more 

detail to drawing.  

Represent experiences 

through drawing. Year 1: LINES – essential 

element of art.  Connection 

between one point and 

another.  Line is used to 

form shape, add 

movement… Draw portraits 

using lines.  

Year 2: TONE –use of 

light and dark in drawing 

how it adds VALUE and 

makes drawings appear 

more realistic.  Shading –

using pencil, charcoal…

POINTILISM. 

YEAR 3: SHADING to 

create TEXTURE in 

drawing, make objects 

appear 3D etc.  

Explore different 

shading, blending 

techniques…

Year 4: SCALE AND 

PROPORTION.  Look 

at size of objects in 

relation to each other 

and the effect this has 

on the art work.  

YEAR 5: SPACE AND 

PERSEPCTIVE: 

foreground, middle 

ground, background.  

+ve & -ve space. 

Year 6: OVERALL 

COMPOSITION of 

a piece of art work.  

Where objects are 

placed in relation to 

one another. 



Year 1 – lines 

sketches Picasso 

Year 2 – tone 

Seurat 

Year 3 – lines 

shading and 

texture 

Year 5 –Opi 

perspective  

LukyanovYear 4– Hokusai, 

Chuck close 

Proportion 

Year 6 –

Composition 



NURSERY- Exploring, 

handing of a paint brush 

and the mark making. Know 

that they can mix colours 

and they will look different. 

RECEPTION- Explore the 

different effects of paint.  Using 

a thin and a thick paint brush 

and comparing.  Mix colours 

purposefully to create different 

colours for a purpose.  

YEAR ONE – Primary 

colours and mixing them to 

create secondary colours.  

Learn about the colour 

wheel.  Thick and thin lines 

in painting.  Using different 

brushes for different effects. 

YEAR TWO Focus on 

colour as an art element.  

How colours link to 

emotions in art.  Tertiary 

colours.  

Adding white/black to create 

shades/tones. 

Pointillism. 

YEAR THREE – Cold colours and 

warm colours – how they convey 

different emotions.  Contrasting 

colours, complementary colours,  

harmonious colours.  

12 part colour wheel. 

Creating tints by mixing whites to pure 

colours.  Tones by adding black.  

Think of colours as Hue’s 

YEAR FOUR – Water 

colours and how to use 

techniques and know the 

effects they can bring to a 

painting.

Washes, bleeds, 

scratches…

YEAR FIVE– Depth in 

painting.  Foreground, 

middle and background. Still 

life and landscape.  

Space, colour, tone, detail, 

size and how it creates 

layering effects. 

YEAR SIX–Composition –

where and how objects are 

placed. Look at balance and 

contrast in a painting. 



Nursery

Reception Year 1

Year 2 

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Mondrian 

Pollock Kandinsky 

Picasso 

Seurat  

Picasso 

Turner 

Da Vinci 

Cezanne



NURSERY- Exploration of 

malleable materials – sand, 

mud, clay, play dough.  

Junk modelling.  Creation.  

Physicality of it all. 

RECEPTION – Joining 

materials together to make 

models and structures.  

Work as a group to create a 

solid 3D sculpture.  

YEAR 1- Sculpture as 

statues.

PAPER sculptures. 

YEAR 2 – Man made and 

natural sculptures.  Natural 

materials and how they can 

be moulded and used.  Clay 

and marble.   Installation art 

– land art. 

YEAR 3 –Form, colour and 

texture.  Architecture as a 

form of sculpture. 

Geometric forms – ancient, 

modern day. +ve and –ve 

space. 

YEAR 4- Sketching and 

planning element of 

sculpture.  Planning and 

preparation work. Look at 

how plans develop and 

evolve.  

Pinching – make a ceramic 

pot.  

YEAR 5- Clay – strong and durable.  

Sculpture on a large scale.  Purpose 

of a kiln.  Carving in sculpture.  Slabs, 

slip, relief…

YEAR6 – Wire used 

to form sculptures. 



Eric Carle 

Hepworth 

Andrea Gandini

The Maya –

architecture 

Calvin Nicholls

Andy Goldsworthy

Da Vinci ‘Horse and Rider’ Drawing.

Alberto Giacometti



NURSERY - Collages can 

share/show ideas, 

thoughts, feelings and 

experiences. Exploring 

materials and their different 

textures and shapes. 

Links the visual and 

tactile. 

RECEPTION- Collage 

involves folding, 

overlapping, arranging, 

collecting paper and other 

things to make a 

representation or idea.  Can 

be transient – use natural 

resources… build on the 

exploration. 

YEAR ONE -Cut, glue, trim 

materials to create images 

from a variety of media –

crepe paper, fabric,

magazines. 

•Create a variety of images 

(representation of an object, 

thing or person in art) on 

different backgrounds. 

Use a combination of 

materials to make a piece of 

art – mixed media. 

YEAR THREE- Overlapping and 

layering in collage to add depth, 

texture and interest.  

Montage and photomontage art.

Dada art movement – formed in 

Zurich in WW1 –ve reaction to 

war.

YEAR TWO: Texture 

element of collage – tactile 

and visual.  How artists 

build texture through the 

materials they use. 

Artists use texture to tell a 

story. 

YEAR FOUR – MOOD 

BOARD – coveys ideas, 

feelings, moods about a 

topic. 

How graphic and interior 

designers use mood 

boards.  Used to sell 

products or an idea. 

YEAR FIVE –Adding a collage 

to a painted or printed 

background. Return to the 

Mixed media element. Use of 

light and dark and different 

colours in collage.  

SYNTHETIC CUBISM MOVT 

YEAR SIX - COMPOSITION 

element of collage.  





NURSERY – Making 

their mark in print. Colour, 

shape and line. Using parts 

of their body to make a 

direct print – hands, feet, 

fingers…Repetition. Using 

different objects to print. 

RECEPTION – Transferring of 

an image from one place to 

another.  Introduce the idea of a 

template. Print is a piece of art 

work. 

Mono printing – being one 

picture.  Use of nature in print. 

YEAR THREE –Carving or 

impress design in to a 

material to make a print.  

Make a printing block.

Relief printing – design is 

raised from the surface to 

make a print. 

Impressed prints. 

YEAR ONE – Printing makes a 

copy.  Lots of same picture can 

be printed.  Each print is an 

original and not an exact copy. 

Nature prints –use of the sun. 

Repeat patterns in print – used 

in textiles and 

wallpaper…designers work. 

YEAR TWO –Carbon 

printing, rubbings, relief, 

press and fabric styles of 

printing. 

Make a carbon print and a 

simple printing block.

Mono printing.   

YEAR FOUR –MARBLING 

– history of this, Ebru artists.

Ebru – “cloud art.” 

Silkscreen printing –

making a stencil and using it 

to print. Make and use cold 

water paste.   

YEAR FIVE- Recap on all 

previous k&S – use this to 

build a piece of Printworks 

that is revisited over time, 

layered and of a mixed 

media approach. 

Work of Andy Warhol and 

the Pop Art Movement. 

YEAR SIX –No specific 

planning, however consider the 

cross curricular opportunities

WWII LINO PRINT... 





NURSERY – Textiles – being 

interested in different textures and 

exploring them.  Building the 

language to talk about how a 

material looks and feels. 

Basic weaving. 

RECEPTION – Woven 

and braided materials. 

Introduced to natural and 

man made and begin t think 

about its origin and use.  

YEAR ONE – Different 

material in more detail.  

Wool, cotton, leather, 

rubber – origin.  

How to join fabrics 

together – gluing, staple, 

pin, tape, sew. 

YEAR TWO – How artists use 

fabric and join it to make a piece 

of art. 

Straight stiches, running 

stich, overstitching. 

Faith Ring gold – story quilts. 

YEAR THREE –Embroidery -

stiches are used to add detail to a 

piece of textile work. Use of 

embellishments. 

Cross stich & blanket stich 

History of embroidery – Bayeux 

tapestry. 

YEAR FOUR – Tie dye – the 

process and the history of tie 

dye.  

Originated in China. Form of 

expression 50’s and 60’s.  Fashion 

icon today.  

Stella McCartney as a modern 

designer. 

YEAR FIVE - –Weaving

– different form, circle, plain 

weave, stick weaving 

Layering of textiles –

applying layers on top of 

each other. 

Applique/patchwork . 

YEAR SIX – No specific 

planning for this discipline –

cross curricular and 

within the disciplines –

sculpture –using wire. . 



Faith Ringold –

story quilts  

Bayeaux 

tapestry 



LINE            TONE          COLOUR

YEAR ONE YEAR  TWO YEAR  THREE



PICASSO

DA VINCI 
SEURAT

MORRIS

HEPWORTH

WARHOL

McCARTNEY 

TAYLOR 

RINGGOLD

MATISSE 
KANDINSKY  

HOKUSAI  

OPI
GOLDSWORTHY

KLEE

SYDNEY

HOCH 

ZANGEWA 

POLLOCK  

CEZANNE


