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Topic: Explorers   

Focus Stories: Handa’s Surprise, Handa’s Hen, Whatever 

Next, Amelia Earhart, The Train Ride, The Lion and the 

Mouse -fable 

Displays: Learning behaviour – build on from previous term – 

Serengeti environment and transport – linked to topic/UW.  

Artist of half term – Paul Klee (Printing) Castle and Sun print  

Explorers Display      

Assessment On-going observational assessment  

Use of Learning Journals, including work/comments from home- via 

Google Classroom. Group/Individual Observations. 

 Target Tracker – ongoing.  

Daily ongoing observation to inform assessment for learning, next steps 

and planning.  Home Learning will be through Google Classroom.  

Environment and Resources: 
Role Play area will be adapted to reflect the new learning topic: 
Explorers. Explorers Base camp   
Also following children’s interests an Imaginative play classroom will 
be set up on the easel to allow children to rein act their classroom 
experience.     

          PRIME AREAS OF LEARNING are largely skills-based aspects of learning.  However Procedural/implicit knowledge and Word knowledge is key in the Prime Aspects.  

Communication and Language  

This area of Prime learning largely focuses on ‘Word Knowledge’ – 

understanding what a word means. 

 

Wellcomm Screening of new children and those not yet meeting ARE will 

assess the children’s ‘word knowledge’ and vocabulary range.  

•I know that most things have a distinctive sound and I can link a sound to an 

object. Instrument or letter.  

•Continue to develop this: I know the word: ‘why’ and what it means. It is 

giving a reason or cause for something.  I will often use the word ‘because’ to 

answer this question.  

•Continue to develop this: I know what the word ‘how’ and what it means.  It 

is when I talk about the way in which I have done something.  

• Continue to develop this: If I ask questions about things, I will find out more 

about them.  

•I know some language to use so that I can talk about things that have 

happened to me in the past and to suggest something that might happen in 

the future.  

•Know some words associated with time-based events – such as ‘yesterday, 

last week, before, tomorrow, next…etc.’ Recall these from Autumn term.  

•I can use words to tell a long story.  

•I know that when I am talking about something that has happened in the 

past, it changes the way I say the word – like ‘ran…instead of runned.’  

•I know that if I am talking about more than one object in a set, I may need to 

add a ‘s’ to the end of the word.  

 

 

 

Phonics 

• A letter is linked to a sound.  Every letter in the alphabet has a speech 

sound.  

•We hear letters in words.  Some words start with the same letter sound. 

•Alliteration means you can hear the same letter sound at the beginning of 

more than one word, like ‘monkey, man, map…’ 

• To know that ‘l, h, r, j, v’ are letter sounds. 

•To be able to match the sounds above to their graphemes. 

•To know that l, r are stretchy sounds and that when we say them our lips 

close together and we make a long sound. 

•To know that h, j, y are bouncy sounds and that when we say them our lips 

are open or bounce together and we make a short sound. 

•I am starting to understand that words can be broken down in to sounds.  I 

can say each sound and then blend the word together. 

Physical Development – Moving and Handling: Procedural Knowledge and 

word knowledge  

• To continue to build knowledge extending from Spring 2 Term… 

•A gallop is the movement a horse (or other four-legged animals) makes.  

•To know what a gallop looks like and begin to know how to perform it.  

•It is a step and a leap.  Lift and bend the front leg.  Leap forwards on to the 

front leg and quickly close the rear leg behind. Bend and raise front leg and 

repeat movement again.  

•Hop: To know that this is the same as jumping using one foot. 

•Skipping: To know that we move along lightly, stepping from one foot to the 

other with a hop or bounce. 

•A skip is moving from one leg to the other with a hop or a bounce. 

•When we skip, we use the opposite arm and leg.   

•When we skip, we move forwards.  We move one leg up, bending the knee, 

as you step that foot up, bring the other leg up in a quick motion.   

•When I move up or down steps, climbing equipment or stairs I need to hold 

on to the handrail and use one foot per step, changing my foot each time – 

like a grown up. I can move up or down steps like this.  

•If I carry things in my hand as I move down steps, I need to stop with two feet 

on each step and move slowly.  

 

One handed tools: Fine Motor Knowledge:  

 

Continue to build knowledge about how to hold a writing tool correctly – use 

of three fingers close to the tip – see Autumn and Spring Term for specific 

knowledge here – some children will need to continue to develop this 

knowledge and skill in the Summer Term.  

•Know how to use their writing tool to form the main handwriting movements 

involved in the three basic letter shapes as exemplified by:  l, c, r. 

•To form a ‘l’ shape, know that you need to move your pencil up and then 

back down re-tracing the line.  

•To form the ‘c’ shape, know that you need to move your pencil up and 

around to make a curve, and then stop at the top of the curve, retrace the 

curved shape back down to the bottom and curve it around at the end. 

•To for the ‘r’ shape, know that you need to you need to move your pencil up 

and then back down re-tracing the line and then curve over at the top.   

Word Knowledge:  

•Know what the words round and round, making curves, moving up and 

sliding down, making long, slow movements or quick, jumpy movements 

mean in supporting fine motor movements.   

Straight means to move your pencil in a continuous line with no curves or 

bends. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Procedural Knowledge and word knowledge   

•If I do not agree with my friends, I know that if we talk about it -we can make 

things better.   

•I know that if someone does something to me that I do not like, I can say to 

them: “Please don’t do that, I don’t like it.”   

•I know that  if we take turns and share, then we can stop lots of people 

getting upset.   

 

•I know that I will feel lots of different emotions.   

•Know feelings and emotions- how to identify an emotion that they are 

feeling and how to name the emotion -angry, happy, sad, worried.  

 

• Healthy means that we feel good in our minds, bodies and heart.  We look 

after our minds, bodies and hearts. 

•What we eat, exercise, sleep, water and keeping clean all keep us healthy.  

•Some foods are healthy, such as fruit and vegetables, some foods are not 

very healthy and we can only eat a small amount of them, such as sweets 

and chocolate.  

•Know that good sleep keeps me healthy and sleeping is good for me.  

•Know that I have to brush my teeth with toothpaste and a tooth brush to 

keep my teeth healthy.  I have to brush my teeth in the morning and at night 

time.  

 

 

Begin transition:   

•Know that soon I will be leaving nursery and moving to my Reception 

classroom with a new teacher. 

•My friends will be coming with me to my new Reception class. 

•I will still be in Merritt’s Brood School, just in a different classroom.  

•I will still see my nursery teachers; I will have new teachers too.  

 

Key Vocabulary 

“Please don’t do that, I don’t like it.”  Argue, fight, talk, share, take turns, 

Feeling, emotion, happy, sad, scared, worried, angry.  Reception, change, 

same, different, bigger, new class, new teachers.   

 Healthy, me, body, active, move, mind, body, heart, feel good, happy, eat, 

exercise, sleep, water, clean, food, fruit, vegetables, wash hands, hygiene, 

safe, germs, toilet. 
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Vocabulary:  

• Learn, understand and use new vocabulary in context, that has been 

influenced by a range of books, stories and rhymes.  

• Begin to talk about the meaning of key ‘words.’  

• To build and use words to talk about stories, rhymes and other books 

based on their knowledge of the world around them, stories they 

have read and their experiences.    

Focus on the five key concepts of print to know the meaning of language 

linked to this and use it in context– ongoing 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Listen, sound, who, what, where, when, question, how, why. Letter, sound, 

alliteration, bouncy, stretchy, initial, first, beginning, word. Yesterday, last 

week, before, tomorrow, next.  

Knowledge in all aspects of learning is related to Communication and 

Language -this runs through all aspects of leaning.   

Explorer Topic related language: This is just the basic knowledge – the 

children’s interests and questions will lead and extend the learning throughout 

the topic.  

• An explorer is: a person who travels to a place to find out what is 

there.  

• An explorer goes looking for places and things. 

• Explorers in the past have found countries, animals, special objects 

and even things in space.  

• Explorers can be famous – this means lots of people know who they 

are and what they found.  

• Explorers can explore deserts, forests, hot or cold places all over the 

World.  

• Explorers travel in lots of different types of vehicles – these include 

aeroplanes, trains, coaches, hot air balloons, rockets, boats…   

  

 Key Language: explorer, explore, discover, travel, place, country, space, 

animals, objects, famous, desert, forest, rainforest, vehicles.  

Curve means a rounded shape, not a straight line.  

•To know that the movement ‘up’ means moving something higher and 

‘down’ means to move something lower. (Introduced Autumn 1)  

•To know that when we write our letters, we add an extra stroke (lead 

in/swoosh) at the beginning on the letter – this will help our letters to join one 

day.  

(Link to writing and art)  

•Know the letter rhymes to help them to write the following sounds: 

m,a,s,d,t,I,n,p,g o, c,k,u,b. f,e  – News this half term,l,h,r,j,v.  

 

Key Vocabulary 

Move, up, down, opposite, arm, leg, raise, bend, knee, foot, step, skip, 

skipping, hop, jump, bounce, forwards, on the spot, under, below, bend, over, 

above, throw, underarm,  

 

Letter, shape, form, up, down, re-trace, trace, over, on-top, back, line, curve, 

curved. Round, slide, long, slow, quick, jumpy, straight, bend, cursive, joined, 

lead in, flick, swoosh.  

Jigsaw PHSCE focus:  

Relationships 

Family 

Making Friends 

Being a kind friend  

What makes a kind friend, does not make a kind friend 

 

Key Outcomes:  

Know how to make friends 

Know how to try to solve friendship problems when they occur 

Know how to help others to feel part of a group 

Know how to show respect in how they treat others 

Know how to help themselves and others when they feel upset and hurt 

Know and show what makes a good relationship 

 

Key Vocabulary:  

Relationship, family, friend, kind, making friends, sad, happy, angry, group, 

alone,  

Prime Aspect                            Specific Aspects: Literacy and Maths – Largely Procedural and Word Knowledge 

 General Health and Self Care: linked to PD and PSED  

This is largely Procedural Knowledge – knowing the importance of and how to 

perform key health and self-care skills… 

To continue to build knowledge extending from Spring Term… 

•To know that when I exercise my body feels different in lots of ways. 

•When I have been exercising/running around my body gets hotter. 

•If I get hot when I exercise, I can take off my jumper, have a drink of water or 

stop and take a rest.  

•When I exercise, I can feel my breathing getting quicker – this means that I 

am panting and out of breath 

•If my breathing is quicker, I can slow down and take a rest, I can have a 

drink of water and take some deep, slow breaths.  

•I am breathing faster because my body is working hard when I exercise.  

 

•Know that I can ask grown-ups to help me to keep safe, but I can also keep 

myself safe.  

•I can follow all of the rules when using a knife and scissors without the help of 

a gown up. 

•If I use walking feet when I am in side, I will not fall over or bump in to things 

or other people. 

Literacy: Reading     

Language Comprehension 

•Know what words in a story mean (linked to individual stories) -see short term 

planning.  

•To re-tell a story means to talk about what happens in it.  

•A story setting is where the story happens.  Stories can happen in lots of 

different settings, such as space, the beach, a forest, a castle… 

•A character is a person or animal in a story.  

•I can use words to describe characters in a story like funny, scary and big.  

•I can guess what happens next in a story, I can share my ideas.  

• Know that most stories have pictures and words.  The words and pictures tell 

the story – I can use them to help me understand what is happening.  

  

Fable: Introduce this New type of story  

*A fable is a type of short story.  *A fable has animals in it that act just like 

people/humans.  *Fables are stories that teach us an important lesson, they 

teach us to make good choices in our lives, be better people.  *Fables are 

fiction, not real, make believe.  *A fable story can happen in a town or a 

jungle, in lots of different places. 

Mathematics:   

•Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells 

you how many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’). 

The last number I say is how many things I have.  

•If I do not know the name of a number, I can count the number of spots 

beneath the number and this will tell me the value of the number.  

•When I count a group of objects, I need to move them in to a line first, this 

helps me to count them correctly.  

•When I count a group of objects, I need to touch each objects as I count, 

saying one number name for each object that is being counted.  

•When I count a group of objects, I need to count each object only once.  

•Know that when they have a small group of objects, they do not have to 

count them they can just say how many they see, such as 2 or 3. 

•I can say numbers backwards, starting at 5, then 4, 3,2,1,0.  

Know that I can solve number problems, such as who has more objects by 

counting them and comparing.  

•I know that when I see or count numbers in order, each number is one more 

than the one before.  

•I know that when I have a small group of objects, I do not have to count 
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•If I see sand on the floor, I know that I must sweep it up, so that no one slips 

over or hurts themselves including me. 

•Know how to hold and use tools, such as a broom or dustpan and brush to 

keep myself and others safe.  

•If I see water on the floor, I know I must get a towel and mop it up so that no 

one slips over or hurts themselves including me.  

I cannot share my playdough or sand when I play with it because I do not 

want to share germs.  

If I am using the playdough, I need to stay on my side of the table so that I do 

not touch my friend’s playdough and share germs.  

 

Continue to know HOW to wash our hands – know the correct procedure and 

time -importance linked to germs and keeping safe from germs. .  

•Washing our hands can stop us and other people around us from getting 

poorly. 

•We carry germs on our hands and these germs can jump on to things – such 

as toys and tables if we do not wash them away with soap and water.  

•Some germs are good germs, however other germs are not good for us they 

can make us feel poorly, it is these germs we need to wash away.  

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Exercise, body, change, hot, hotter, cold, cool, cooler, water, rest, tired, slow 

down, stop, breath, breathing, pant, panting, safe, knife, scissor, tools, care, 

careful, slip, hurt, fall, trip, fall, bump. Wash hands, soap, water, 20 seconds, 

and germs.  

Vocabulary Focus:  

• Learn, understand and use new vocabulary in context that has been 

influenced by a range of books, stories and rhymes.  

• Begin to talk about the meaning of key ‘words.’  

• To build and use words to talk about stories, rhymes and other books 

based on their knowledge of the world around them, stories they 

have read and their experiences.    

Focus on the five key concepts of print – ongoing – see Reading Curriculum 

MTP 

Phonological Awareness: Rhyme/Poetry  

•Words have a rhythm; a beat, they can be broken down in to syllables.  A 

syllable is part of a word. Words can be broken down into 1, 2, 3, 4 or smaller 

parts /syllables.  

•I can clap my hands to match sounds in words, e.g., ‘bro-ken’ would be 2 

claps. 

•Words in songs, rhymes and stories can rhyme.   

*Know Some words rhyme with other words.  *We can hear rhymes in words 

when they are read/spoken to us. *Rhyming is when the END of a word sounds 

the same, such as ‘hat and bat’ ‘dog and log.’  *Words that rhyme share 

some of the same letters and sounds, in the same order – at the end of the 

word.’  *Some stories rhyme, we can hear rhyming words when they are read 

to us.  *Words in songs, rhymes and stories can rhyme.   

*Poems have rhythm, a beat to their words. *When we say rhyming words 

together, we call this a rhyming string. 

 

•Know when a string of words has the same initial sounds.  

•Know that we can break some words down in to three parts and say them 

like a robot “c-a-t”, this is called segmenting. 

•Know that we can then blend them back together and say the word: ‘cat.’  

 

Phonological Awareness/Letter Knowledge:  

•Know the names/sounds of some of the letters in the alphabet. 

•A letter is linked to a sound.  Every letter in the alphabet has a speech sound.  

•We hear letters in words.  Some words start with the same letter sound. 

•Alliteration means you can hear the same letter sound at the beginning of 

more than one word, like ‘monkey, man, map…’ 

•To know that ‘l, h, r, j, v’ are letter sounds. 

•To be able to match the sounds above to their graphemes. 

•To know that f is a stretchy sound and that when we say it our lips close 

together and we make a long sound. 

 

Writing: Also recall and continue to develop  Print Awareness Knowledge  

• Drawings can share/show ideas, thoughts, feelings and experiences. Art link.   

•Grownups use writing for lots of different reasons. Art link know some of these.  

•Writing is made up of letters and starts on the right and moves across the 

page to the left.  

 

•Letters are made with lines and curves, I can use lives and curves in my 

writing to ‘write’ letters or my name.  

Words consist of letters and spaces appear between words. 

•Some words look long and some look short on the page.  

Know the letter rhymes linked to the letters introduced so far -

m,a,s,d,t,I,n,p,g,o,c,k,u,b – new ones f,e,l,h,r,j. 

 

 Key Vocabulary: Letter, sound, alliteration, same sound, bouncy, stretchy, 

initial, first, beginning, word. 

Word, listen, story, book, next, picture, rhythm, beat, syllable, part, clap, break 

down, match, page, front cover, title. Mark, draw, write, line, circle, up, down, 

around, back, forwards, backwards, curve, form, cursive, swoosh,  letter 

them, I can just say how many I see, such as 2 or 3 – this is called subitising. 

(Perceptual Subitising.)  

•I know the value of numerals 0-5 and I know how to match numeral and 

amount.  

Vocabulary:  

Numbers, number names, recite, order, marks, lines, circles, pictures, numerals, 

fingers, count, how many, total, same, order, big, bigger, biggest, greater, 

most, loads, lots, few, fewer, fewest, smallest, less, least, group, altogether, 

record, write numbers, number problem, solve.    

 

Patterns and connections:  

•I know I can make a pattern using colours, shapes and objects by repeating 

the same objects repeating the same objects and or colour over and over the 

same. 

•I know that a pattern has to have the same objects in the same order again 

and again.  This is a repeated pattern. 

•If I say my pattern out loud, it can help me to recognise the pattern and 

continue it.  

•I know patterns are not just about objects; they can be about movements 

and sounds.  A clap, stamp, clap, stamp, clap, stamp would be a sound and 

movement pattern. 

Vocabulary: 

Pattern, repeated, the same, over and over, first, second, first, last, next, copy, 

same, spotty, stripy, polka dots, stripes, gingham, lines, loops, zig-zags, colours, 

shapes, 

 

Shape 

•I know that some shapes are called 3D shapes.  3D shapes are not flat.  They 

are called solid shapes.   
•I know the names of some 3 D shapes: a sphere, a cube and a cuboid.  

•A cube and a cuboid have 6 faces, straight edges and pointy corners. 

•A sphere is round, it does not have straight sides.  It has 1 face. It can roll.  

 

Vocabulary 

Shape, square, rectangle, circle, triangle, side, corner, edge, straight, round, 

curved, pointy, long, short, face, fat shape, 2D, 3D, solid shape, sphere, cube, 

cuboid, edge, same, different. 

 

Measure  

•I know that Capacity -measures how full or empty a container is.  

•I know that if there is liquid/sand… all the way to the top of a container it 

means it is full. 

•I know that if there is only a small amount of liquid/sand… in a container then 

it is nearly empty. 

• I know that empty means this is nothing at all in the container.  

•I know I can change the amount of liquid or sand in my container if I pour 

some more in or pour some out.  

•I know that if I want to have less liquid/sand in my container, I need to pour 

some away.  

•I know that if I want to have more liquid/sand in my container, I need to pour 

some more in.  

 

Vocabulary  

Capacity – full, empty, half full, nearly full, half empty, nearly empty, more, 

less, pour, container. 
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sounds and words linked to individual sounds: see above each week.  

Specific Aspects – Key Knowledge and Vocabulary 

Pillar 1: Knowledge and Vocabulary rich 

Explorers  Knowledge: 

Question: Who was Amelia Earhart and Why was she important?   

Daily Life (clothing food toys etc) 

• Amelia Earhart was a pilot a very long time ago– she flew aeroplanes 

nearly every day.  

• A pilot is someone who flies an aeroplane.  An aeroplane is a metal 

machine that can fly in the sky as it has wings and an engine that 

makes it move.  

• Amelia had to wear a special suit to fly in, trousers, a hat and goggles 

most girls in the past wore dresses when Amelia was a young girl.  

• Aeroplanes looked very different in the past – Amelia flew a small 

open plane with enough space for two people. Today we have lots of 

different types of planes that look different  

 

(EYFS Link: To show interest in different occupations and ways of life – through 

history) 

Rulers (Kings, Queens, Dictators etc.): 

• President Hoover: Amelia was born and lived in America -she met the 

President in charge of the country Amelia lived in at the time and was 

given medals to celebrate her amazing work. 

 

 Significant events: 

• Amelia did not go on a plane until she was 23 years old.  

• Her first plane was bright yellow and she called it ‘The Canary.’ 

• Amelia flew her plane higher than any other woman.  

• Amelia Earhart became the first woman to fly her plane over the big 

Atlantic Ocean.  

• She was the first person to fly her plane all by herself over the big 

Pacific Ocean.  

• Amelia Earhart wanted to be the first woman pilot to fly around the 

world – she started her journey in 1937 and never came back. 

  

 Period Specific: 

• It was unusual for a girl to be a pilot. Amelia was the 16th. 

• Amelia did lots of things in her plane that no one else had ever done – 

this made her a special explorer. An explorer in someone that finds 

new things and places.  

  

  Vocabulary:  

(build on Autumn and Spring time related language) 

Pilot, explorer, aeroplane, plane, long time ago, past, today. 

 

We will also continue to support the children to know, understand and us ethe 

language of time to talk about their own experiences.  

Understanding the World: Links to Primary Geography  

Knowledge: Explorers Topic 

Question: We’re off on an adventure, what will we see? Continue to recall, 

consolidate and develop this knowledge 

• An explorer visits different places all over the World.   

•A beach is an area of sand or pebbles that leads to the sea. 

•A Jungle is -a forest thick with trees, home to many tropical plants and 

animals.  

•The savannah – is a large flat area of land, covered in grass. Lots of animals 

live here.  

•An island is an area of land. It has water on all sides of it. 

•Recap that:  A desert is a large area (space) of land that is very dry.  It hardly 

ever rains in a desert.  They are very hot places to live.  Animals and plants 

that live in the desert do not need to drink a lot.    Some deserts are covered 

in sand.  

•Recap that: A forest is a large area of land that is full of trees and plants.  

Most forests also have rivers and lakes (water).   

•A rain forest is like a forest with lots of trees however it rains a lot, it is hot and 

wet especially close to the rainforest floor.  Lots of animals and plants live in a 

Rainforest.  

•Recap that: A mountain is a very large, high and steep hill. 

•A country is a piece of land that has its own name, language, flag, type of 

food, weather, and people living there.   

•You can visit other countries by flying over land or sea in an aeroplane or 

across the ocean on a ship.  

•Countries can be big or small; they can be hot or cold. 

•Some countries have rainforests, forests, deserts, mountains, rivers, oceans, 

beaches – countries can be the same and different in lots of ways.  

 

Vocabulary  

Explorer, beach sand sea, sea side place, caves, rocks, shops.  Town, Jungle 

forest, savannah, land, grass, island, water, dry, hot, cold, desert sand. forest 

rivers, lakes, rain, forest, wet, rainforest floor, mountain, hill, country, countries, 

sea body of water, ocean, lakes, pond, stream, river, waterfall, cliff, rock, 

World, Earth. 

Understanding the World: People and Communities 

•I have things that are the same as my friends in Nursery and I have things that 

are different- such as my face, hair, skin colour, whether I am a boy or girl.   

•Not all children live in a house like me, houses can be different.  Some 

children in other parts of the world live in houses made of different materials – 

link this to the story of Handa’s Surprise.  

•Know that it is a good things that we are all different and that we should 

celebrate this, it is a really good thing.  

•Children in other countries live in different places to me.  They might live in a 

village, in a very hot country and wear very different clothes to me.  

 

Vocabulary 

Same, different, hair, colour, eyes, face, skin, boy, girl, place, country, town, 

village, celebrate, good, happy.  

Understanding the World: Links to Primary Science  

Continue to build on Knowledge introduced in Spring term 1: links to living 

things and habitat -Humans, Plants,  

•To know that the Winter and Spring seasons bring changes to the weather, 

changes to trees, and that lots of new young animals are born – such as 

lambs, chicks, calves – focus on knowing the names of these animals and 

matching mother to baby. (Ongoing as the season changes)  

 

Seasonal 

 •We have 4 different seasons – Autumn, Winter, Spring, Summer. 

•The weather is different in each season. 

• Winter has now turned into Spring.  It is a little warmer in Spring but it can still 

be cold and rainy sometimes.  

•In Spring the leaves are beginning to grow back on to the trees and the 

flowers will start to grow.  

•Some animals have woken up from a long sleep (hibernation).  

 

 

Talks about why things happen and how things work. Explore Forces… 

•Know that if you push or pull something it will move. (Forces in action – PD, 

water/sand.) 

•Know that if you push something hard it will go faster, or slower if you push 

something softer.  

•Know that if you push something it will move in the direction that you push it. 

•Know that some forces can be felt – such as materials can be stretched -

elastic band, snapped– twig, some materials are too strong to bend or brake 

– wood/metal.  

 

Changes 

•Know that some things around them will change in time, such as bananas 

that are left in the fruit bowl for too long will turn brown or flowers in a vase will 

open.   

•Know that when we cook, materials can change, making things hot or 

freezing them can change what they look and feel like. (Cooking – add 

individual knowledge to STP)  

•Know that if we plant a bulb/seeds in soil it/they will start to grow and 

change in to a flower/s. 

•Know that to help them to grow we have to water our bulbs/seeds and put 

them in a place where they can feel the sunlight.  

•If we do not give our bulbs/seeds water or light they will not grow.  

         

Vocabulary 

•Season, Spring, warmer, sun, rain, cold, change, grow, trees, leaves, flowers, 

animals, awake, hibernate. 

Force, push, pull, move, fast, slow, faster, slower, stop, forwards, backwards, 

hard, soft, feel, materials, stretch, bend, snap, brake, hard, strong, wood, 

metal, paper. 

Change, same, different, grow, cook, hot, cold, freeze, melt.  

Bulb, seed, flower,   

Pillar 1: Knowledge and Vocabulary rich 

SUBJECT/TITLE: Printing  

Knowledge: Art Practice 

Expressive Arts and Design – linked to Primary Art  

Pillar 1: Knowledge and Vocabulary rich (Touch on this discipline this half term) 

Expressive Arts and Design –  
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• Printmaking is making art by printing pictures.  

• Printing means to move a design on to paper or another material -

moved from one place to another. 

• In printmaking lots of copies of the same picture can be made -the 

picture is repeated.  

• We can print with our hands and feet using paint or in sand, mud or 

clay etc.  

• We can print using natural objects we find out side or man made 

objects.  

• A roller, sponge or brush can be used to add paint or ink to a surface 

that you are going to print with.  

• Paint needs to be ‘rolled’ or brushed evenly all over the surface to get 

a good clear print.  

• When printing carefully push down and rub on the object you are 

making the print with – do not let the object slide or the print will not 

be clear. 

• Applying more pressure to the printing object will give  the print a 

clearer appearance.   

• There are different types of printing.  

• Direct printing is where paint is added to the object you are going to 

print with – the object is then used to print straight on to a surface, 

such as vegetable printing on paper.  

• Prints can be made from a collage by sticking materials on to a 

surface to create a printing block that can be painted and printed. 

 

 

Knowledge: Art Theory 

• Artists make prints, they are called Printmakers. 

• Some famous print makers sell their work for lots of money.  

• Prints can share/show ideas, thoughts, feelings and experiences.  

• We can talk about a print at what it means to us.   

• Paul Klee was a famous artist who used lots of colours in his paintings 

and prints. 

• One of Paul Klee’s famous pieces of art was called ‘Castle and sun. ‘ 

• The painting is made up of lots of different shapes and bright bold 

colours.  

• Lots of prints have been made just like the picture ‘castle and sun.’  

Vocabulary: 

Printmaking, art, print printing pictures, design, paper, material, copy, same, 

copies, repeated, hands, handprint, feet, footprint, sand, mud, clay  

Natural, objects, outside, manmade, objects, roller, sponge, brush, surface  

rolled, brushed, evenly, push, down rub, mono, single, direct, Paul Klee, 

shapes, bright, bold, colours, castle, sun.  

 

 

Link this to Amelia Earhart – castle and sun print with her plane flying over the 

top.  

 SUBJECT/TITLE through our safe use of playdough now.  

• A sculpture is a piece of art that is 3d (not flat.)  

• Sculptures can be made out of anything – paper, sand, mud, junk 

modelling, objects, play dough, clay etc… 

• Children will need to have knowledge of the language Poking, 

pressing, rolling, squeezing, pinching, hammering, stretching. 

• Sculptures come in different shapes and sizes.  They can be made 

indoors or outdoors. 

• You can make a sculpture by yourself or in a group.  

• Sculptures can feel different – some are smooth, rough, hard, 

bumpy… 

• Children need to have knowledge of the texture language.  

 

Knowledge: Art Theory 

• A person who makes a sculpture is called a sculptor. 

• A sculptor explores different natural and man-made materials.   

• Sculptors have to think about what materials look and feel like and 

how they can be changed in to different shapes. 

• Sculptures can share/show ideas, thoughts, feelings and experiences.  

• Sculptures can be about things we have seen or experienced.  

• We can talk about a sculpture at what it means.  

• Sculptures can be found in Museums, galleries or in the outdoors.  

 

Vocabulary 

Sculpture, art, artist, 3d (not flat.) paper, mould, change, sand, mud, junk, 

modelling, objects, play dough, clay, materials, hands pressing, pushing, 

rolling, pinching, hammering, stretching, poking, squeezing,  

water, shape, sizes, indoors outdoors, texture, 

smooth, rough, hard, bumpy.  

 

Link Playdough sculptures each week to our story  

Music:  

Hearing and Listening:  

• We can match music/sound to objects linked to our experiences of 

those objects, such as matching a loud sound to a thunder cloud.   

• We call this timbre: this means to describe the character of a sound, 

smooth sound, spikey sound, scratchy sound. 

• We can also describe the sound of an instrument, using words like, 

scratchy, loud, smooth, long, short… 

Moving and Dancing: 

• We can move our bodies to match music, such as by walking, tip 

toeing… 

• Rhythm is a pattern of sound or movements. 

• Beat is like a heartbeat, a steady pulse, sound underlying the 

movements.  

• Tapping/banging an ‘instrument’ or a part of my body again and 

again at a steady pace makes a beat.  

• Pulse/beat: like a heartbeat, a steady beat underlying the music. I 

can clap along to the pulse/beat of the music.  

• Teach the procedural knowledge of how to move their body to 

achieve specific actions, such as a tap, clap or jump – PD Link.  

• Teach word knowledge – know what movement words mean and 

how to carry out the action – PD/CAL link.   

Exploring and Playing: 

• Tempo is the word we use to talk about the speed of music or sounds. 

• Dynamics is the word we use to describe how the sound of music 

changes: loud, quiet, getting louder, getting quieter. 

• Music can change in tempo, pitch, dynamics all the time.  

• Every song has its own melodic shape – when we sing a song we sing 

in different ways, such as high and low… 

• Teach the procedural knowledge of how to hold, move and play 

instruments to make sounds and change sounds.  

 

Key Vocabulary:  

Hearing, Listening, Singing, Moving, Dancing, Explore, Play, sound, sounds, 

listen hear, ears, music, instrument, voice, tapping, shaking, banging, song, 

sing, body, move, dance, action.  Repeat, same, rhythm, pattern, beat, 

volume, loud, quiet, louder, quieter, speed, fast, slow, faster, slower, tempo, 

pitch, dynamics, high, low, higher, lower, change. 

Understanding the World: Links to Primary Technology  

Continue to build on Knowledge introduced in Spring 2:  

• I can switch an electrical toy or device ‘on’ by pushing a button, turning a 

knob or flipping a switch.   

•On an iPad I know that I need to swipe across the screen and enter a set of 

numbers to make it work.   

Know that I can play children’s games on an iPad, use it to help my learning, 

watch programmes on it, take photographs.  

• Know how to operate simple equipment, such as turning a tv on/off, 

switching an iPad on/off, using a remote control to make an object work, take 

a photograph.  

Understanding the World: Links to Primary RE 

Discovery RE 

Theme: Story time 

Key Question: What can we learn from stories? 

Religions: Christianity, Islam Hinduism, Sikhism 

 

See Discovery RE Planning  

Special Focus Knowledge  

 

•  
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•Know that I can find out things that interest me from the Computer, mobile 

phone or tablet using something called the internet. 

•Know that I can use iPads and kindles to help me to learn or to take 

photographs/make videos of my work.   

If I tap on different pictures on my iPad screen the iPad will take me to 

different activities, this might be a game, a video, a camera etc.  

An iPad, tablet and the Interactive White board all have a screen that I can 

touch with my finger, by touch the screen with my finger I can tell these 

Computers what I want them to do.  I can also tap on pictures and draw 

pictures on the screen.  

•I can ‘drag and drop’ objects on an iPad screen to by pressing on the object 

on the screen and dragging it across the screen with my finger. By doing this I 

am telling the iPad where I want the object to move to.  

•An iPad has a camera in it, I can hold it up to take a photograph of objects, 

my work and my friends.  To take a photograph I need to press on the app 

with the camera and then on the white circle button to take the picture.   

 

Vocabulary:  

Turn on, turn off, energy, switch, button, knob, screen, press, push.   

Technology at school.  Object, device, sounds, pictures, iPad, internet, 

instruction, information, touch screen, arrow, camera, drag and drop. 

 

E-SAFETY  -ongoing  

You should only use an iPad, tablet, YouTube, or mobile phone when a grown 

up is with you. 

•Before you click on anything when using a device, you need to stop and 

show it to a grown up.  

• “Before you ‘click, click, click, you need to stop and think and tell 

someone.”  

•SMARTIE the penguin helps us to remember how to stay safe on the internet. 

•If something pops up on your screen when you are using an iPad or tablet, 

you need to tell a grown up straight away.  

•Some websites are not safe for children and you should not use them.   

•Computers can help us to learn new things and we can have fun playing 

games on them; however, we should not spend too long on a Computer. 

•You need to wash (and thoroughly dry) your hands before using a Computer.  

You must use gentle hands and keep food and drinks away from the 

keyboard. 

Vocabulary: safety, safe, before, click, stop, think, tell someone, check, grown 

up, pop up. 
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